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In White Sands Buchris watched a test of the system which included the
firing of 36 rockets, eight of which were intercepted. Defense officials said
.that this was a further proof that the system was not feasible
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It (Skyguard) uses a chemical laser in the megawatt class, based on
our Tactical High Energy Laser (THEL) program, which we finished
testing at White Sands in 2005, shooting down 46 rockets, mortars,
and artillery shells — 100%", says Mike McVey, VP of Northrop
Grumman Directed Energy Systems. "We improved that technology to
create Skyguard, which we are making available both to the US
government and internationally." He says a chemical laser was used
because that technology is mature and because a complete
Skyguard system could be built and installed within 18 months






