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Northrop Grumman also is pursuing the application of ground-based high-"
energy chemical lasers through programs such as Skyguard, which was
introduced in July 2006 to defend fixed areas, like air based or cities, against
rockets, artillery, and mortars. It uses a chemical laser in the megawatt class,
based on our Tactical High Energy Laser (THEL) program, which we
finished testing at White Sands in 2005, shooting down 46 rockets, mortars,
and artillery shells — 100%", says Mike McVey, VP of Northrop Grumman
Directed Energy Systems. "We improved that technology to create
Skyguard, which we are making available both to the US government and
internationally." He says a chemical laser was used because that technology
1s mature and because a complete Skyguard system could be built and
...installed within 18 months

Chemical lasers could and should have been operational some time go. The"
damage in the Israeli-Lebanon conflict might have been negligible if we had
set up a Skyguard. We had the technology to shoot down everything that was
...'fired in that conflict, but neither the US nor Israel did so



Before the recent attacks, the threat seemed to be declining. Second — and"
this belief exists in the US as well — there is a belief we can solve the
problem with air power, we can shoot the shooter. Lebanon proved that
..."'wasn't true
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